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The evolutionary success of mammals has been largely due to the prolongation of 47 early development within a physical environment which can be controlled to a large 48 degree by the parent(s). For mammals this involved retention of the zygote, early 49 embryo, and foetus within the mother until an advanced stage of development, when 50 most organ systems are established and the resulting offspring is more or less 51 independent. To achieve this, a series of sophisticated and interconnected 52 evolutionary steps were essential (Table 1) . Fertilization became internal, mostly 53 within the oviduct. This in turn required the male to develop an intromittent organ, the 54 penis, and more importantly behavioural changes to signal when an oocyte was 55 mature and about to be released from an ovarian follicle. On the male side, there adequately covered in other reviews (e.g. 3) and will not be discussed further here.
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What is less known is that oxytocin can be present in human milk at concentrations 116 of between 0.01 and 18.9 ng/mL (4,5) and that oxytocin injected into post-parturient 117 sows appears to increase leakiness of the alveolar tight junctions thereby increasing 118 their permeability to serum factors (6), including to oxytocin itself. In breast-feeding emphasized that it is less relaxin on its own that is important for breast development, 176 rather than when it acts synergistically with estrogens and/or progesterone (25) . 
